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GUEST EDITORIAL

THE ROLE OF THE
REGULATORY AND
REVIEW COMMITTEE
Steve Smith

T

he Scaffold & Access Industry
Association (SAIA) Regulatory and
Review Committee has a vital role to play in
ensuring that all the work product generated
by the SAIA is as accurate as possible.
This requires the involvement of a relatively
small group of dedicated individuals who
are specialists in their field. They may be
Professional Engineers, who understand the
intricacies and quirks of the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
rules and regulations or the building industry
codes at both the federal and state level; they
may be training experts, who have undergone
the extensive training required to be a certified
Accredited Training Institute (ATI), some
specializing in supported scaffolds, others in
suspended scaffolds, and yet others in powered
access equipment; they may have many, many
years of experience in erecting or working on or
with scaffolding and access equipment.
The primary goal of this group of experts
is to review the work product in detail and
ensure that it meets all the current codes and
regulations. It has to be consistent with other
documents that the SAIA develops, and it
has to be as unambiguous and grammatically
accurate as possible.
At the present time, the SAIA Training
Committee is doing a complete update of the
Competent Person Training (CPT) program,
including the manuals, the PowerPoint
presentations, and the exams. It has been
many years since these training programs were
created, and it was time to bring them up-todate, both from a content point of view and
from a presentation point of view (millennials,
anyone!). The Training Committee has done
a great job in re-writing all the CPT programs

for supported scaffolds, but they all have to go
through the review process.
There is, of course, no rest for the wicked!
The update to the CPT course for suspended
scaffold is due next.
On a continuing basis, the various SAIA
Councils generate new or updated products
such as codes of safe practices and tip sheets.
All need to be carefully vetted by the Review
Committee before being released to members
and the industry at large.
The SAIA also receives questions on a
regular basis from members or industry
participants eager for an answer or an
explanation on a particular issue that they may
have encountered on the job site or during
the bidding process. At this point, the SAIA’s
Review team is brought into action to provide
suggestions for a solution to the issue and/or
guidance as appropriate.
Thus, the Regulatory and Review
Committee plays a small but critical role in
ensuring that the SAIA is seen as a professional
organization and one that is truly the voice of
the scaffold and access industry.
About the Author
Steve Smith is Chairman of the SAIA
Regulatory and Review Committee and is
President of Edge Scaffolding. He can be
contacted via email, srs@edgeintl.com.
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PRESIDENT’S DESK

A PRODUCTIVE
WEEK
By James L. Holcomb

Committee (OTC), which includes Chair

Please remember that nominations for

Shawn MacDonald, Co-Chair Wendy

our annual association awards need to

Larison, Tom Brewer, Brian Haddle,

be completed by June 14, 2019. Find

David Johnson, John Rosenthal, and John

W

hat a privilege it was to attend

Royer. These members represent both

the Scaffold & Access Industry

the United States and Canada. They will

the ballot at: https://www.saiaonline.org/
annualawards.

Association (SAIA) 2019 Committee

review training content and make recom-

Week! The record-setting attendance

mendations on the content to the SAIA

Karen and I would like to personally

and engagement of SAIA members and

Executive Committee and staff.

thank the SAIA staff for a great week –

friends led to very productive meetings.

and we are looking forward to the 2019

You can read the summaries of the

A big “thank you” to all the sponsors who

work done by the SAIA Councils in this

generously contributed to this year’s event.

issue’s recap of Committee Week.

A special thank-you to Northwest Scaffold
Service, Inc. for opening up your location for

Annual Convention and Exposition
in New Orleans September 23-26.
Remember registration for the Annual

One of the highlights of the week was the

two Competent Person Training classes. Mike

Convention is now open at https://www.

inaugural meeting of the newly formed

Paladino, SAIA president-elect, and myself

saiaonline.org/annualconvention. We

enjoyed the personal tour of your facility.

hope to see you there!

Outreach Training

One of the highlights of the week
was the inaugural meeting of the
newly formed Outreach Training
Committee (OTC).

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS
Afix Group NV
Chris Fleurbaey
chris@afixgroup.com
Belgium
Berglund Construction
Company
Jeff Berglund
bdavis@berglundco.com
Chicago, Illinois
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Patrick Brunson
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Portland, Oregon

REGISTER NOW FOR SAIA’S
PREMIERE INDUSTRY EVENT!

NETWORKING

Registration is now open for the Scaffold & Access
Industry Association’s Annual Convention & Exhibition
in New Orleans, September 23-26, 2019.
This must-attend event has it all:
• Network with peers and industry experts
• Make fruitful business connections with vendors in
the Exhibit Hall

EXHIBITS

• Learn something new during a session presentation
that will help your business grow
• Get training you’ve been putting off but really need
• Applaud fellow members who’ve gone above
and beyond with a project or contributed to the
advancement of the SAIA’s mission
• Help shape the future of the association that is here
for YOU!
Be a part of the industry’s largest gathering of scaffold
and access professionals and make your voice heard.

MAKE PLANS TODAY TO JOIN US IN NOLA!
REGISTER AT
WWW.SAIAONLINE.ORG/ANNUALCONVENTION

RECOGNITION

TECHNICALLY SPEAKING

THIS COULD
HAPPEN TO YOU!
By David H. Glabe, P.E.

G

rowing up in Rice Lake, Wisconsin
would give you a viewpoint about
scaffold safety that would be quite unlike
a viewpoint about scaffold safety if you
grew up in New York City. Same goes for
Brownsville, Texas; Coeur d’Alene, Idaho;
Steinhatchee, Florida; Washington, D.C.;
or Last Chance, Colorado. You are a product of your environment, and if you haven’t
been everywhere, you don’t know about
everywhere unless someone tells you. I
haven’t been everywhere, but I have been
made aware of many scaffold incidents. I
am taking this opportunity to share them
with you so that you recognize that your
behavior may not be so safe after all. You
may, in turn, want to share these incidents
with scaffold users and erectors so that they
are aware that the scaffold work practices
they may consider safe
didn’t work out so
well for others.

1. A scaffold user stepped on an
unsupported plywood filler and fell 100
feet to her death.
2. A worker attempting to step off a
clamp-on scaffold ladder, stumbled,
lost his grip, and fell backward,
experiencing serious injury.
3. A scaffold erector, while repositioning
a plank, fell several stories and was
seriously injured.
4. A worker, while attempting to move a
rolling tower, pushed it into another
occupied rolling tower, tipping it over
and injuring three fellow workers.
5. The wind blew a rolling tower into a
stationary scaffold, knocking the worker
off the scaffold; the worker fell to his
death.
6. A scaffold erector, while disassembling
a scaffold, allowed it to fall over on him,
resulting in serious injury to the erector.
7. A worker fell while stepping onto a
cantilevered plank; he caught himself,
but his arm was partially ripped out of
the shoulder socket.
8. A scaffold user forgot to hang onto
the clamp-on scaffold ladder, fell, and
seriously injured himself.
9. A scaffold user grabbed the scaffold
guardrail while climbing the scaffold;
the guardrail came loose, and he fell,
resulting in serious injuries.
10. Due to an improperly erected shoring
system (the legs were set on unstable
wood blocks), three workers rode the
shoring down one floor; they ended
up buried in concrete and sustained
serious injury.

11. A worker who was accessing an enclosed
water cistern fell through the hole and
sustained serious injury. What does
this have to do with scaffolding? She
claimed the scaffold was in the way.
12. A worker slipped off a wet platform
while tightening a bolt; he blamed the
scaffold company, although he was the
one who made the platform slippery.
13. A scaffold user, while kneeling on a
scaffold platform, fell off the back of the
platform because another worker had
removed the mid-rail. He fell 18 inches
and sustained serious injury.
14. A mason fell off the back of an
unguarded platform. He fell 42 inches
and immediately died when his head hit
a concrete block on the ground.
15. A worker placed an extension ladder
on a rolling tower, leaning it against
the building; the scaffold tipped over
(surprise!), and he and a fellow worker
rode the scaffold to the ground. He got
hurt, while his co-worker jumped clear.
16. Similarly, two workers placed two
closed stepladders on top of a utility
(Baker) scaffold and leaned the ladders
against the wall to gain height, and the
scaffold fell over. One worker jumped,
the other rode the scaffold down
and got seriously injured. He sued
the clothing boutique where he was
remodeling the interior of the store.
17. A worker slipped off scaffold—got
seriously injured.
18. A worker used an unstable step-stool to
access the top of machinery. He slipped
and sprained his arm while catching
himself from falling to the floor below.

Knowledge of the hazards
is paramount. Do you
know the hazards?
Have a technical question for SA Magazine you’d like to see answered here?
Let us know! Send an email to dhg@glabeconsulting.com with your question.
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19. Three workers died when a suspended
scaffold failed, due to a faulty design by
an unqualified engineer, and dropped
them in the river below. One is found
immediately, another a year later, and
the third never. Each left behind
grieving widows and children.
20. A worker was standing below a scaffold,
hit by a falling object, and seriously
injured.
21. Yet another worker tried placing a ladder
on a utility (Baker) scaffold, fell off, and
was seriously injured.
22. A scaffold worker kneeled on a doubleheaded nail fastening one plank to
another and injured his knee.
23. A scaffold user stuck his foot in a hole
in the platform and twisted and injured
his leg.
24. A worker stood on a cantilevered end of
a scaffold plank, fell, and was seriously
injured.
25. A scaffold user slipped off a clamp-on
scaffold ladder, lost his grip, and was
seriously injured. (It was theorized
that his use of moccasins may have
contributed to the accident.)
26. Another worker stepped through a hole
in the scaffold platform because it was
covered with opaque plastic. She fell
and was seriously injured.
27. A suspended-scaffold operator attempted
to operate a platform by raising each
end independently. Due to that activity
(stupid operation), and the suspension
ropes not being vertical (angulated
rigging), the scaffold fell several feet,
terrorizing the worker and also injuring
him.
28. A worker cleverly used a pallet on a
forklift as a boom lift. Well, you know
what happened; the pallet tipped, and
he fell, getting seriously injured.
29. A worker climbing a clamp-on scaffold
ladder forgot the significance of hanging
on. He lost “three-point contact,” fell,
and was seriously injured.
30. A scaffold user stood on cantilevered
catwalk grating; the grating tipped,
causing him to fall to the level below.
The grating fell and hit him, causing
him to fall further and sustain serious
injury. The scaffold erectors were

blamed for moving the grating.
31. A refinery worker, while accessing
the clamp-on scaffold ladder from an
elevated platform, fell three tiers and is
now unresponsive.
32. An erector fell 22 feet while dismantling
a scaffold and experienced serious
injury.
33. A partially erected scaffold fell over and
injured a worker.
34. A poorly maintained (covered with
paint and stuff) momentary switch on
a suspended scaffold motor remains
stuck in the on position. Fortunately,
the worker was wearing a harness and
utilizing a rope grab. Unfortunately,
he was left hanging while the scaffold
continued its downward travel. He was
rescued by his co-workers.
35. Another worker experienced the
same thing – sort of. Actually, he was
intentionally left hanging by fellow
workers because they didn’t like him.
36. A bolt fell off a scaffold platform, hit
a worker below on her hardhat, and
caused neck injury.
37. A shoring erector stepped on a
cantilevered joist and fell on top of
shoring equipment below, resulting in
serious injury.
38. A worker fell from improperly erected
utility (Baker) scaffold to his death. He
left behind a widow and two young
children.
39. Bolts were improperly installed in a
mastclimber break, causing a worker to
fall 24 feet and be seriously injured.
40. A street light falls on a scaffold erector
who is erecting a scaffold around the
light pole so workers could repair the
light. The light knocks him off the
scaffold to the ground below, causing
serious injuries to the erector.
41. While a worker at a fuel storage depot
was trying to close the valve to a pipe
that was broken by a rolling tower that
rolled into it due to the wind, the worker
was pinned by the rolling tower when it
fell over. He got seriously injured and
almost drowned.
42. A roofer, who chose to use an adjacent
scaffold to climb from the roof to the

ground, fell off the scaffold and was hurt.
(He was not using the scaffold ladder.)
43. A genius clamps a 12-foot-tall stepladder
to the inside of a utility (Baker) scaffold
to make it sort-of-like a rolling ladder
stand. While standing at the top of the
ladder, he tells co-workers to move the
contraption. Needless to say, the ladder
and scaffold fell over, and, due to his
efforts, he received serious injuries.
44. A mason modified a scaffold side
bracket for use in corners. He used it for
20 years without incident. Unfortunately,
the bracket had a fatal flaw in that it
had to be used in a very specific way,
which was not told to a new worker.
The bracket failed, and the worker fell
to his death, leaving behind a widow
and child.
45. A worker used a scaffold as an anchor for
his personal fall protection equipment.
When the scaffold fell over, the worker
fell with it and was seriously injured.
46. A worker used an incomplete scaffold,
resulting in a 17-foot fall and serious
injury.
47. A scaffold overloaded with brick
collapsed, injuring multiple employees.
48. A scaffold overloaded with insulating
board collapsed and blocked the city
street for days.
49. A scaffold improperly tied to a building
was then wrapped in plastic. The
ensuing big thunderstorm blew over
the scaffold, which killed an innocent
pedestrian.
50. A meteor fell out of the sky, hit a
scaffold, destroying it, a city block, and
hundreds of bystanders. Not really---I
made this one up. But the rest of these
are real. You may get lucky; you may
not. Do you want to take the chance?
Please note that all these accidents
involved errant human activity.
Knowledge of the hazards is paramount.
Do you know the hazards?
About the Author
David H. Glabe, P.E., is President of Glabe
Consulting Services Inc. and Founder and
Partner of DH Glabe and Associates. Glabe
is SAIA’s Regulatory Liaison. Contact him
at dhg@glabeconsulting.com.
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IT’S IN THE CARDS
MAST CLIMBERS ARE PROVIDING SAFE ACCESS FOR THE
EXTERIOR RENOVATION OF THE RIVERLOFT APARTMENT HOMES
IN PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA.
By Erik Highland

Excess wire
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T

here are times in life
when it’s nice to get a
helping hand. It can
come in the form of a generous
cash donation (which is great in
dreamland but rarely happens) or
inspiration from a totally random
source.
In this case, it came in the form
of the spiritual realm – a tarot
card reading to get a different
perspective. If the readings are
done correctly, they are spot on.
The other day a friend pulled two
cards, “the Sun” and “the Son of

Cups.” These are both very prosperous cards.

He rides a white horse holding a
golden cup! What an image.

The Sun card portends good
fortune, happiness, joy, and
harmony. It literally means that
the universe is coming together
to shine a light on the path and
move on to greater things (okay,
so that’s one interpretation).

The point is – these two came
together perfectly at the Riverloft
Apartment Homes, 2300 Walnut
Street in Philadelphia. This is a
beautiful building just begging
for a change, a new facelift, a
beautiful look. The interior has
already been completely renovated, so why not the exterior? And
right there were these two beautiful cards shining a light on the
path, moving everyone forward.
It’s no wonder the folks at Watts

The Son of Cups card (also
known as the Knight of Cups)
represents change, opportunity,
creativity, imagination, and an
appreciation for beautiful things.

SCAFFOLD & ACCESS MAGAZINE

13

Restoration called Superior Scaffold
to make this parapet wall replacement
and total exterior masonry renovation
happen. Superior’s very own Son of
Cups or Knight (otherwise known
as the King of Swing) Bob Sarkisian
calmly rode up in his white truck (yes,
he’s got a white truck), and because
it was the morning he carried his
brownish cup (gold-ish in the light)
of coffee to calmly assess the needs
of this job and then creatively put
together a plan to move this project to
its destiny.
“Mast climbers! Lots of them,” he
proclaimed. “Three of our heavyduty, double-mast units lined up in
a row on the north side of the building should do the trick. It will give
masonry crews complete access to the
entire façade for cleaning, repointing, and replacing. And for now, we’ll
install a smaller single mast unit on
the east side, and let’s put two swing
stages on as well to aid in the upper
sections.” He said it with the calmness of someone who has built his life
and reputation on this type of work
for the past 30 years. “Oh, and first
we’ll need a 240-foot-long overhead
protection system.”
However, just like everything in life,
there would be some challenges.
Tarot cards tell the positive aspect of
the card, but they also reveal a little of
the dark or challenging side, depending upon what they read/feel. And for
this job there were several. First, the
garage doors needed to be accessible
for occupants and deliveries. So, the
Superior team created gaps in the
overhead protection system to accommodate this situation. The team also
positioned the masts, for the mast
climbers, out of the way as well.
On the suspended scaffold installation, the team had large overhang
challenges to contend with. On the
south side of the building, the team
constructed the suspended scaffold
over the roof of the adjoining condominium – creative thinking at its
finest.
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The renovation is a year-long project
with the next phase just beginning.
The mast climbers will be moved to
the west and east sides and then eventually to the south side, where the work
will finish.
The cards foretold a new beginning,
creativity, happiness, joy, and movement
towards greater things. Thanks to Watts
Restoration, Superior Scaffold’s Son of
Cups, Bob Sarkisian, and his arsenal of
mast climbers, the Riverloft Apartment
Homes will have a new look and
purpose.
It was in the cards.
About the Author
Erik Highland is Marketing Director
for Superior Scaffold. Contact him
at (215) 743-2200 or visit www.superiorscaffold.com.
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SAFE ACCESS
600 FEET UP

WHEN NATIONAL CONCRETE PRESERVATION
WAS AWARDED THE CONTRACT FOR
CONCRETE RESTORATION ON THE PLAZA ON
BRICKELL, THEY CHOSE MAST CLIMBERS TO
PROVIDE SAFE ACCESS FOR WORKERS.
BY BRAD KRUGER

T

he Plaza on Brickell is
recognized as one of the
most luxurious and popular
condominium developments
in downtown Miami, Florida. The
waterfront condos complex consists
of two towers with a retail center
connecting the two. The North
Tower stands 610-feet tall with 56
floors, and the South Tower rises
525-feet tall with 48 floors. The
two towers are built next to the
corner of S.E. 9th Street and
Brickell Avenue in the Brickell Financial District.
When National Concrete
Preservation was awarded
the contract for the concrete restoration on the

Plaza on Brickell, they considered
several forms of access that would allow
their workers to safely complete the
work while still meeting the demands
of the schedule. There were several
factors that went into deciding what
type of access they would use. One, of
course, was the type of work they would
be doing. Restoration of all the balcony
edges would require equipment that
would allow for increased capacity. The
building height of just under 600 feet
was another factor. Additionally, the
work being done was on the radiused
balconies that spanned most of the east
side of the building; so, the need for a
platform configuration that would allow
the workers to be positioned right at slab
level was critical. Lastly, the east face of
the structure faces Biscayne Bay, which

SCAFFOLD & ACCESS MAGAZINE
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presented a challenge when it
comes to wind and weather. After
considering all options, National
Concrete decided on mast climbers as the solution that offered the
safest and most efficient access.
Now that they had decided on
mast climbers, the next step was
partnering with a company that
could not only provide the right
equipment for the job but had
the experience and expertise to
overcome some of the challenges
that the job presented. National
Concrete selected Sunbelt Rentals. A team of product specialists
and project managers collaborated
on the plan to get the project off
the ground.
Logistically, there were several
challenges to overcome. The
units were required to sit above
an active valet and drive-through
area. Not only did the area need
to be protected, but the units had
to set on the scaffold above the
driveway. Scaffold shoring towers were designed to support this
entire load with the help of D.H.
Charles Engineering.
Next came putting a plan together
to work adjacent to an active
roadway in downtown Miami. As
with most active sites, the loading
and unloading of equipment was
at best difficult. Permits had to be
secured, street closures had to be
coordinated, and careful planning
was a must. The team also had to
deal with the daily traffic, both
from pedestrians and vehicles, in
this bustling downtown thoroughfare. Working hours had to be
carefully scheduled, due to this
being an occupied condominium.
With these challenges overcome,
it was time to start going vertical.
An electric twin-mast climber was
chosen to do the work. With a
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platform span of 63 feet and
a lifting capacity of 17,400
pounds, the mast climber would
give National Concrete the
platform size, configuration,
and weight capacity to safely
and efficiently do their work.
Additionally, utilizing an electric mast climber reduces the
amount of noise, thus reducing
the inconvenience to the building tenants. The use of electric
mast climbers also reduces
the amount of service-related
issues and helps to eliminate
downtime. In just a few weeks,
the mast climber rose into the
Miami skyline and was completed, topping out at just under
600 feet.
To date National Concrete continues their work on the tower.
Eddie Lopez, owner of National
Concrete, said, “In regards to
platform configuration, capacity,
and stability, the mast climber
has performed in a superior
way. The cons of coordinating,
mobilizing, and erecting on this
project are far outweighed by
the pros of increased safety, productivity, and profitability."
The use of mast climbers,
although not always the only
choice, provides the ideal solution for many of the challenges
faced by contractors on mid-tohigh rise structures. The acceptance of mast climbers continues to become more common,
and, based on their versatility
combined with safe, productive,
and profitable job outcomes,
this trend should continue.
About the Author
Brad Kruger is Scaffold Regional Manager at Sunbelt Rentals,
Inc. Contact him at bradley.
kruger@sunbeltrentals.com or
754-264-3724.
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SCAFFOLD & ACCESS INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION (SAIA)
2018 MAST DRIVEN HOISTS AND PLATFORMS PROJECT OF THE YEAR

SPACE
EXPLORATION
BEGINS WITH
SAFE ACCESS
The 2018 Scaffold & Access Industry Association (SAIA) Mast Driven Hoists and Platforms
Project of the Year award was presented to Klimer Platforms, Inc. for NASA Space Launch
System (SLS) Rocket Propulsion Test Stand. The project challenged the Klimer team
members’ minds, tested their abilities, and encouraged creativity. The result was a platform
system that combined features of a transport platform with that of a mast climbing work
platform in order to address the access and egress needs of the test stand.
BY MEGAN RUSSELL

I

n July 2014, NASA awarded
Klimer Platforms, Inc. a
contract to provide a custom
configuration for the Space Launch
System (SLS) Rocket Propulsion Test
Stand. This project would truly be
one of a kind.
After three years of intricate engineering, collaborative brainstorming, and
creative planning, the final platform

systems were delivered during the
summer of 2017. Installation and
training were completed by October
of that year, and Klimer brought the
project in under budget.
Klimer’s first experience with NASA
was in 2009, when the company
supplied a platform system to provide
access to the Aries Rocket for NASA’s
Project Constellation Program.

The first step in planning for the
2014 project was to determine the
feasibility of utilizing previously
used access components from the
Aries rocket program for the SLS
Rocket Propulsion Test Stand project.
Klimer supplied a proof of concept,
illustrating how they would use a
combination of existing components
and modifications to achieve additional loadings on previously used
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drive units with the addition of
newly fabricated components.
The Solution
NASA defined performance
requirements for the platform
systems, and the engineers at
Klimer began creating and
designing what would become
the main access system for
maintenance and testing of the
test article. Klimer’s solution
consisted of two semi-circular
platforms which would enclose
NASA’s test article, providing complete access to the
structure. The test article will
be moved in and out of the
test stand numerous times, so
coming up with a design that
allowed for easy transition was
imperative. The complete
design included five different
ramps that included custom
folding platforms. Two of
the folding platforms were
required, when in a stowed
position, to create a gap of 191
inches, with a strict tolerance of -0+2 inches, to allow
the platform system to pass
structural members which
connected the test stand to the
test article at two separate locations. When deployed the two
ramps closed the gap to allow
360-degree access again.
In addition to accommodating the test stand’s structural
members, the strict tolerances
were also required for any thermal expansion and deflection
during testing. The engineers
and researchers utilizing the
platform system required access to the system at any given
elevation from various floor
levels. To access the platform,
they would take a construction
elevator up to the desired floor,
closest to the elevation of the
platform. The ramps would
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allow personnel to easily enter
and exit from the closest of
the 14 levels, reducing travel
time of the platform system.
The guardrail system needed
to facilitate 100-percent access
to the test article with absolutely no fall exposure. Some
components of the interior
guardrail were customized to
match the exact curvature of
the test article.
Minimum performance
requirements requested
by NASA consisted of the
following scope items:
• A platform which
conformed to the
test article’s shape –
consisting of two semicircular halves with
an interior platform
diameter of 368 inches,
in order to move the
test article in and out
of the test stand;
• A required capacity
of 3000 pounds,
including workers and
materials;
• Access to 360 degrees
of the perimeter of
test article to allow
personnel to enter and
exit at various floor
levels;
• An unobstructed space
of 191 inches with a
minus tolerance of
0 inches and a plus
tolerance of 2 inches;
and
• Easily deployed
ramps and guardrail
system to facilitate
100 percent access
to the test article with
no fall exposure when
in a stationery work
position.

Project Challenges
and Innovation
A key aspect of the ongoing test
stand project was the coordination of work on various fronts,
including exactly how both
the test stand and the SLS test
article were to be configured,
since the designs were being
developed at the same time
Klimer was designing the
platform system. Because of the
frequent changes in NASA’s
models during development,
the Klimer team needed
to quickly adapt to NASA’s
requirements and alterations.
Engineering design software
was used to import NASA’s
updated models and would immediately compare the model
with the platform system. Any
interferences would be highlighted which would allow the
recreation of affected components without incurring any
additional costs. Continually
balancing NASA’s performance
needs with hazard and risk
analysis was a team effort on
all fronts.
Prior to shipping, each platform system had to be function
and load tested, independently
of each other and again when
the setup was completed at the
Klimer facility, and third-party
inspections on all structural
components were completed.
Following the inspections
and load testing, all platform
components were uniquely
numbered, and corresponding assembly drawings were
created for all 200 pieces. Testing and organization of each
component was crucial for
quality control and to achieve
maximum efficiency of the unloading and installation phase.

Installation and
Training
Delivery was continuously
adjusted to suit the test stand’s
development progress. Once
the test stand was ready, a
three-week installation process
began, including two Klimer
supervisors who trained and
oversaw a combination of
NASA employees as well as
a team of ironworkers. The
installation started with setting
up two bases and connecting
them with the special platforms
and a bridge, which were supported by cribbing.
The next step was to install
two other units, followed
by additional platforms and
bridges. Ensuring that both
the half-circle twin configurations lined up properly to each
other and to the structure was
crucial to maintaining the
interior diameter measurement
of 361 inches. In case the test
article was off center, Klimer’s
design allowed for seven inches
of clearance, to create a false
center with minor adjustments
if needed. Maintaining these
clearances would also ensure
the platform system wouldn’t
interfere with any obstacles
protruding from the structure
at higher elevation.
The installation of the 32
tie-ins on four machines was
next. Temporary access to
install and remove tie-systems
was originally completed from
a field-installed assembly of
extension beams and planking. At NASA’s request, Klimer
designed an access platform
that would reduce assembly
time in the field. Because the
masts were on an angle, the
typical tie-in system needed to
be modified. Klimer created

a swinging platform designed so that it
could be rotated into and out of position
for easy access to the tie-ins. To accelerate
the installation on-site, mast sections were
pre-assembled and ready when needed.
Each mast section was lifted with a mobile
crane to each unit. The team had to be
creative when rigging the platforms for
installation because of the unique shape.
Extra lifting straps and chain falls were
required to level the platforms when lifted
so they could be set into place with ease.
3-2-1-Test!
In preparation for the SLS’s first mission,
NASA engineers will conduct three types
of tests using Klimer's supplied mast
climbing work platform system:
• Modal tests to assess the structural
vibration modes;
• Tanking tests to verify pre-launch

sequences for pressurizing stage
systems and for filling and draining
propellants; and
• Hot-fire tests that will involve the
simultaneous firing of four RS-25 engines, as will occur during an actual
mission.
Jay Gordon, president and co-founder
of Klimer Platforms, Inc., said, “NASA
works to explore the universe, using the
most advanced rocket and spacecraft and
leading the next steps of human exploration farther into space than ever before.
Its mission brings together technology,
science, and global observations to
improve lives and safeguard the planet’s
future. It is truly an honor to be involved
in the process.”
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FEATURE

COMMITTEE WEEK
IN REVIEW
THE SCAFFOLD & ACCESS INDUSTRY
ASSOCIATION (SAIA) WELCOMED A RECORD
NUMBER OF ATTENDEES TO THE 2019
COMMITTEE WEEK IN PORTLAND, OREGON.
By Cathee Johnson Phillips with the SAIA Council Chairs and Co-Chairs
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T

he Scaffold & Access
Industry Association
(SAIA) welcomed a
record-setting 150 attendees
and their guests to the 2019
Committee Week, held April
29 – May 2. Twenty-seven
were first-time participants.
The full schedule of events
included meetings of the
SAIA Board of Directors, the
SAIA Educational Foundation
Board of Directors, and
the Scaffolding, Shoring
and Forming Institute
(SSFI) and Regulatory and
Review Committees, an
Accredited Training Institute
(ATI) Workshop meeting,
an Accredited Standards

Committee (ASC) A11
Subcommittee meeting,
and the council meetings.
Two new committees,
the Outreach Training
Committee (OTC), chaired
by Shawn MacDonald,
Superior Scaffold Service,
and the Program Planning
Committee, chaired by Ali
Hajighafouri, Avontus, were
established.

Training
The training sessions were
also well attended, with
31 participants. The SAIA
University offered a day-long
Train the Trainer Facilitator
Skills Workshop, Competent
Person Training (CPT) for
Suspended, Systems, and
Frame Scaffold, and a twoday Leadership Academy
training,

The Past Presidents’ Dinner,
a welcome reception sponsored by EZ Scaffold, and the
President’s Reception, sponsored by StepUp Scaffold,
rounded out the busy week
and provided valuable opportunities for networking.

Council Meetings
APEX (Access,
Professionals, Excellence)
Chair Sean Connolly,
KC Scaffold Services, and
Co-Chair Cameron Boots,
Allied Insurance Brokers
The council welcomed the

new Outreach Training
Committee (OTC), which
includes Chair Shawn
MacDonald, Superior
Scaffold Service, Co-Chair
Wendy Larison, Urban
Scaffold, Tom Brewer,
Brewer Equipment, Brian
Haddle, Stone Mountain
Access, David Johnson,
Skyline Scaffold, John
Rosenthal, Dunn-Wright,
and John Royer, Action
Scaffold. All of the members
are active ATI instructors,
which will reduce or eliminate the need for re-writes
after final release of the
material. The OTC will
make recommendations on
the training content.

SCAFFOLD & ACCESS MAGAZINE

25

The council also
discussed establishing
an APEX award for
employees of member
companies; possible
presentations for the
SAIA 2019 Annual
Convention; and ways
to encourage new
people to participate in
the SAIA. Suggestions
included that the
council create and
email a testimonial
video with people
talking about how
the meetings help
to further everyone’s
knowledge of the
industry and also
create a template for a
letter that employees
can use to ask
permission to attend
SAIA meetings.
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Aerial Works Platform
(AWP)/Mobile
Elevating Work
Platforms (MEWP)
Chair Forrest Hester,
Tutus, LLC, and
Co-Chair Jeffrey
Stachowiak, Sunbelt
Rentals
The council is currently working to
launch an American
National Standards
Institute (ANSI)/SAIA
A92 compliant MEWP
Training course that
incorporates the changes around Supervisor,
Occupant, Personal
Documentation of
Training, Record
Retention, Operator
Contents of Theory, and
Operator Contents of
Hands-on. The council
continues to educate,

discuss, and answer
questions regarding the
new suite of standard
changes and encourages
individuals to attend the
A92 annual meeting in
Kansas City, Missouri,
October 27-30. Please
contact DeAnna
Martin, the SAIA ANSI
liaison, for more information. The council’s
other action items
include updating the
Occupational Safety
and Health
Administration (OSHA)
Alliance Content
and collaboration
with the Association
of Equipment
Manufacturers (AEM),
the American Rental
Association (ARA),
and the International

Powered Access
Federation (IPAF) to
revise the industry best
practice documents
(www.saiaonline.org/
awp). The council will
continue to support initiatives that promote the
goals of the council.
Construction Hoist
Chair Eric Schmidt,
Century Elevators,
and Co-Chair Shanon
Beekman, Beta Max,
Inc. The co-chair began
the meeting with a brief
presentation on the
progress of revisions to
the American National
Standards Institute
(ANSI) A10.5 Standard
for Material Hoists. The
chair next addressed the
council by continuing

the discussion from
the previous council
meeting concerning the
ANSI A92.10 Standard
for Transport Platforms
and how many states or
local inspectors have not
adopted the standard.
The chair presented to
the council a spreadsheet
that provided some information about acceptance
of the standard in various
states and jurisdictions.
The council was asked to
help provide information
to complete the document or to update existing information.
The council also
discussed creating a
document that would
present minimum
requirements for elevator
operator training on
temporary elevators, in
order to provide some
standardization within

the elevator industry to
assist contractors and
rental companies. Next
on the agenda was a
furthered discussion on
how to introduce young
people to careers in the
elevator industry, such as
becoming trained elevator
technicians or
installers. The final
agenda topic for
discussion was an inquiry
about the safety factor for
rack and pinion drives on
ANSI A10.4 construction
hoists. It was found within
the current version of the
standard and within the
ANSI A17.1 standard for
permanent elevators that
there is to be a factor of
safety of 8 for rack and
pinion components.
Fall Protection
Equipment
Chair Matt McKernan,
Miller Fall Protection,

and Co-Chair Rob
Luckey, Fall Tech
The council had a great
meeting and worked
out some details for
an SAIA Competent
Person Training for
Fall Protection course,
including the content
and length and having
the course focus
specifically on the
scaffolding industry. The
council discussed the
idea of creating modules
so that the SAIA will be
able to customize the
course to a customer’s
needs. They also
laid the foundation
for a presentation
at the SAIA 2019
Annual Convention;
the presentation will
incorporate a drop
trailer to demonstrate
the effects of a fall and
incorporate rescue into a
program.

Industrial Scaffold
Chair Darrell Domokos,
Safway Services, and
Co-Chair Bob Gibson,
Sunbelt Rentals
The council reviewed
two documents, Swivel
Clamp Use Guidelines
and Guidelines on
Use of Self-Retracting
Lifelines on Scaffolds.
The goal was to prepare the swivel clamp
document for a final
review, but, as the
council was reviewing
the document, several
issues arose. One issue
concerned allowing the
use of swivel clamps for
cantilevers on scaffolds
provided they meet the
load-capacity requirements. The guideline
only shows the use of
right-angle clamps for
supporting cantilevers
on scaffolds. Another
issue was focused on

the ability to inspect
the rivet on the swivel
clamp. The discussion
ended on potentially
changing the document to be a Guideline
on Cantilevers on
Scaffolds. The guideline for self-retracting
lifelines was a first draft.
Overall, it was well
received but needed
some additional edits
and more review.
In discussions of other
business and future
projects, it was suggested that the council
develop guidelines
on scaffold tagging.
While OSHA doesn’t
specifically address
tagging scaffolds it was
felt that the industry
should have standard
guidelines. A consensus
was to start by reviewing
the ANSI standard; this
project will be discussed
more in the future.

International
Chair Sam Reese,
StepUp Scaffold
The council reported
that the U.S. economy’s
2019 first-quarter gross
domestic product
(GDP) growth of 3.2%
exceeded expectations,
the U.S. unemployment rate of 3.8% is at
an all-time low, and the
stock market is setting
record highs. Still, many
economists and investors
are sounding warnings
about potential perils
on the international
stage that could impact
growth. Debt levels of
the U.S. and most major
economies around the
world have increased significantly since the 2008
financial crisis as a result
of stimulus packages.
Additionally, interest
rates, which have been
lowered to stimulate
spending during the
economic crises, have
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remained low. The concern is
that spending and lower interest rates are key tools that are
needed when the next recession
occurs but will not be available. China’s economy, which
makes up 15% of the world’s
GDP and has contributed up to
30% of the world’s GDP growth
since the financial crisis, is
now showing signs of weakness,
growing last year at its slowest

rate in 30 years. The uncertainty around the impact of the
tariffs applied by the U.S. to
Chinese, European, Canadian,
and Mexican goods and the
reciprocal tariffs applied by
these countries to U.S. goods
has caused the World Trade
Organization (WTO) to
downgrade the world growth
expectation in 2019 by 5%.
The Eurozone destabilization,

Stop Chasing
Paperwork
"I have never, never
had communication
with the field like
this before."
Michele Farinaccio,
Eagle Scaffolding
Services, Inc.

Call us

Don't call Michele!
After our previous ad,
she fielded as many
calls as we did!

801-742-5555

crewtracks.com/sa
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including events such as the
uncertainty around the status of
Brexit, which is the U.S.’ fourthlargest export market, continues
to be in question. Worry is ineffectual, but concern is prudent;
and so is a healthy awareness
that economies are cyclical and
that in an interconnected world
events across the globe can have
a major impact back home.
Mast Climbing
Chair Kevin O’Shea, Hydro
Mobile, and Co-Chair Brad
Kruger, Sunbelt Rentals
The council presented information related to some of the
challenges facing those in the
mast climber industry, and,
more importantly, how those in
the industry can work together
to overcome these challenges.
Some of the topics discussed
ranged from a very common
challenge within the scaffold
industry – the shortage of skilled
labor – and improvements in
training to how those in the
industry can better control the
safe use of the product, which
would help increase the overall
acceptance and use of mast
climbers as a safe and efficient
access solution. The ultimate
goal, as highlighted by the council’s presentation, is to “Raise the
Game of the Industry” and raise
the bar when it comes to safety
and performance by all who
manufacture, supply, and use
mast climbing work platforms.
The meeting was very produc-

tive, and several great ideas were
discussed by the group. The
council looks forward to putting
some of these ideas to work.
Permanent Installation (PI)
Chair Christer Hogne, R &
R Scaffolding, and Co-Chair
Mike Boyer, Tractel
The council chair and cochair presented the slide
show “Design Challenges of
Permanent Window Washing
Scaffolds,” which depicted
some of the architectural
challenges that designers and
consultants face when developing a concept for access. A
few examples were overhangs,
slopes, and avoidance of flues/
flagpoles/lightning rods. Their
presentation noted that:
• Long gone are the “simple”
squares and rectangles of
past building design; the
design now has to accommodate shapes that were
simply unheard of or unseen
in the past.
• The scaffold and access
industry is continuously
evolving to keep up with
the imaginations of building
designers.
• The industry always needs
to be conscience of the
safety concerns of suspended scaffolding, and the new
building designs put that to
the test.
Plank and Platform
Chair Susan Scheuer,
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GET TRAINED WITH THE SAIAU!
Did you know that …
• The Scaffold & Access Industry Association (SAIA) offers world-class training for both supported and
suspended scaffolding through its SAIA University (SAIAU) Training Program?
• Courses are taught worldwide at Accredited Training Institutes (ATIs) by certified instructors who
receive the highlest level of training possible from industry experts?
• You can fulfill competent person training requirements, could reduce your insurance premiums,
and help create a safer workplace for employees and customers just by attending SAIAU training?

So what are you waiting for?
Training is held throughout the year at more than 100 ATI locations and in conjunction with SAIA events,
including Committee Week and the Annual Convention & Exhibition. Courses currently being offered are
Supported Scaffold User Hazard Awareness
Suspended Scaffold Hazard Awareness and Operator Safety
Supported Scaffold Competent Person • Suspended Scaffold Competent Person
Journeyman Scaffold – Canada • Mast Climber Operator • Mobile Elevated Work Platform Operator

CONTACT US TODAY TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT!
Jackie Brown | 816.595.4843 | jackie@saiaonline.org

WWW.SAIAONLINE.ORG/TRAININGANDEDUCATION

McCausey Specialty Products,
and Co-Chair Dean Cook,
Indian Mill Corp.
This year the Plank and
Platform Council is focusing
on developing a user-friendly
tip sheet, geared to the end
user in the field. Its purpose
would be to function as basically a “checklist” document.
Some examples of what will
be included are: (1) identifying possible issues with the
plank in the field and what to
do, (2) proper storage of the
plank when not in use, and (3)
what not to do with the plank.
Several members thought that
the tip sheet that was proposed
at the meeting was too much
like a “purchasing guideline”
rather than an “end user
document.” The council has
agreed to re-work the document gearing it toward the end
user and will present it for final
review at the 2020 Committee
Week council meeting.
Shoring
Chair Ron Camp, Atlas Sales,
and Co-Chair Mitch Meadows,
D.H. Charles Engineering, Inc.
The council chair presided and introduced Mitch
Meadows the new co-chair.
Several topics were discussed.
The “Code of Safe Practice
for Erecting & Dismantling of
Frame Shoring” was re-issued
to the oversight committee
for review during Committee
Week. The Shoring Safety
Checklist is being developed
and has come back from oversight. An electronic copy of the
checklist will be distributed for
feedback and input.
Jeff Jack, RedBuilt LLC,
chairperson of
the
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American Concrete Institute
(ACI)-347 Committee, reported on the status of the SP-4
letter sent to the ACI in 2018.
Some in the ACI felt that the
issues of continuity and amplified loading are addressed
in the safety factor, and the
ACI tabled the subject. SAIA
engineering members deemed
the matter important enough
to pursue further. Additional
insight was provided regarding
two different approaches: One
that would include continuity and have a lower factor of
safety, and one that would not
include it and have a higher
factor of safety.
Fall protection guidelines for
shoring are being developed,
and the chair requested that
member companies provide
their photos and safety plans.
David H. Glabe, P.E., Glabe
Consulting Services Inc., gave
a presentation on the decision
process that determines which
OSHA regulations apply to
shoring and which regulations
do not apply to shoring. The
council is also looking at developing a technical resource for
structural shoring in demo and
renovation covering engineering requirements, light duty
frames versus system scaffold
guidelines, factors of safety,
technical data for shoring components, and more.
Supported Scaffold
Chair Wendy Larison,
Urban Scaffolding Ltd., and
Co-Chairs David Johnson,
SkyLine Scaffold, and James
McNamara, Safety
Scaffolds, Inc.

The council discussed
the Scaffold User Hazard
Awareness Checklist. It was
agreed to compile checklists
currently being used by SAIA
members and to create a
central sample that would be
available on the SAIA website
and be sent to the Regulatory
and Review Committee. The
council also discussed tool
tethers, cantilevered scaffolds,
and customer requests for
an inspector training course.
The council decided that it
would be beneficial to research
and compile information on
tethers for distribution to the
membership. Project ideas for
cantilevered scaffolds ranged
from differentiating between
side brackets and cantilevered
work platforms and creating a
tip sheet for carpenter’s brackets
to adding verbiage to the CPT
about cantilevers. Regarding
the inspector training, members
suggested making it an endorsement added to the CPT for
Supported Scaffolds, making
it a stand-alone course, and/or
letting the current CPT cover
it as is. Moving forward, the
topic will be discussed with the
Accredited Training Institutes
and the Outreach Training
Committee. Dale McCormack,
Specialist Scaffold Products,
gave a presentation about suspended bridge and temporary
roof applications. David H.
Glabe, P.E., Glabe Consulting
Services, Inc., spoke and gave
multiple examples of bay

bracing configurations. The
takeaway was that while bracing
is absolutely necessary, there is
no one way to do it. While a
Code of Safe Practices may be
necessary, getting the manufacturers to agree about best practices is proving difficult.
Suspended Scaffold
Chair Harold Gidish, Sky
Climber LLC, and Co- Chair
Jim Boudreau, Tractel
The council discussed whether
anyone was using the new
Suspended Scaffold PreOperation Inspection Checklist
and discussed ways to increase
dissemination and use of the
new document. The Code
of Safe Practices was also discussed. The code has received
positive feedback, and consensus was reached to put the document into a visual format that
can be accessed on the internet,
with a visual for each of the
72 line items. The council
requested that companies send
photos. Additionally, the council asked members if they would
be interested in developing
hoist tag manuals, noted that
there were about 300 training
DVDs left, requested magazine
articles, and decided that the
presentation at the SAIA 2019
Annual Convention will be on
wire rope terminations.

SA Magazine: Please tell us a little about your company’s history.
Alan Kline: My dad, the late Bernie Kline, started out selling fruit-picking
ladders just after World War II, which soon developed into a wooden extension ladder business that sold to local painters and the public utilities.
During the first 15 years in the ladders business, my family owned a bowling
alley, where my dad, mom, and I worked. It was there I learned to “wrench”
and fix not just bowling pinsetters but also HiLo Powered Swing Motors.
After that, we became Werner Ladder’s largest two-level distributor.
His business philosophy was if you ordered it today you got it delivered
the next. It was some time after that he purchased New England’s
only fabricated steel scaffold and truck rack company, Vanguard
Manufacturing of New Ipswich, New Hampshire. That would prove to
be one of his wisest deals.
SA: Please talk about your commitment to training.
AK: It has been a life-long commitment going back to my college
days, when Massachusetts was an Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) “State Plan” state, and I was on a committee that wrote the state law on both scaffolding and ladders. Up
until about 15 years ago, my focus was on ladder safety training.
As the big box stores drove regional ladder manufacturers out of
business and the Chinese import frames became the norm, like
ourselves, we downsized to the supported scaffold rental operation
we have today.

FIVE MINUTES

BLESSED TO WORK
WITH FAMILY

FM
WITH ALAN D. KLINE
Alan Kline is co-owner, along with
his sister Susan, of both Lynn
Ladder and Scaffolding Co, Inc.
and Vanguard Manufacturing. He
received the very first Scaffolding
Industry Association (SIA) Spirit
Award in 1999 and currently serves
on the Scaffold & Access Industry
Association (SAIA) Board of Directors..
He is past president of the American
Ladder Institute (ALI) and once again
serves on its Board of Directors. In
2017, he received the ALI’s Lifetime
Achievement Award. He has also
served on the now defunct Safe
Step Insurance Board of Directors;
Safe Step was a self-insured
insurance program for only ladder
manufacturers. Besides his current
involvement in the pending American
National Standards Institute (ANSI)
A11 Scaffold Standard, he is on the
A10.8 rewrite committee and in
the past chaired the A1.8 Ladder
Accessories Standard, seeing it
to its publication. As for non-work
activities, he lives with his wife Darlene
in southern Rhode Island. He is an
avid guitar player, a Boy Scout merit
badge counselor, ham radio operator
KB1DJ, and on the board of a local
food kitchen.

More specifically for training, we have been an Accredited Training
Institute (ATI) since its inception and have trained many, from Cub
Scouts to our recent project of doing a series of Competent Person
Training (CPT) classes with the region’s OSHA lawyers. Our CPT program is unique, as we include a chapter on all kinds of carpenter’s scaffolding, as referred to in both ANSI and OSHA.
Another reason that our program is unique is that, unlike our competitors, in our past we have owned two full-line ladder plants and, of course,
Vanguard. For a short period of time, we were a General Motors truck
distributor. We have almost 80 years of building, selling, repairing, and, of
course, renting all kinds of supported scaffolds and ladder-related products.
SA: You are a long-time member of the Scaffold & Access Industry
Association (SAIA), formerly the SIA. What has that meant to you?
AK: We were the first East Coast company, along with the Marr family who
saw the value in a trade association. I only wished I had started coming to
the meetings earlier, as the technical knowledge I have gained and brought
back to my company does not have a price tag. More importantly, the
friendships will last forever.
I have been blessed to work in two industries that I love, all because I just
wanted to hang out at work with my family. I owe a very special thanks to my
wife Darlene, who may want me to slow down and retire but understands
my commitment to both our business and the goal of making the job site
safer. I also owe a special thanks to my sister Susan, who is a great leader.
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IN
INDUSTRY NEWS

JOHN L. GROVE HONORED
POSTHUMOUSLY WITH LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT HONOR
John L. Grove, a pioneer
of the access industry and
founder of JLG Industries, Inc.,
was honored posthumously
with the prestigious Lifetime
Achievement Award from
the International Powered
Access Federation (IPAF) and
Access International at the
annual International Awards
for Powered Access (IAPA)
conference.
The IAPA lifetime
achievement award is presented
annually to an individual who
made significant and lasting
contributions to the powered
access industry or played a key
role in the industry during the

course of a career or over many
years.
“This recognition, in the 50th
year of the company he founded,
brings a huge sense of pride to
our organization and will inspire
us to continue innovating in his
spirit,” said Frank Nerenhausen,
president, JLG Industries.
Grove’s contributions to
access date back to January 9,
1969, when he rallied a small
group of people around one
big idea – to create a safer way
to work at height. This seed
idea came to life with the
introduction of the first aerial
work platform, commonly
referred to as JLG 1.

STRONG MAN INTRODUCES
NEW FIRE-RETARDANT,
HEAVY-DUTY MESH TARPS
Strong Man Safety
Products recently
introduced the all-new
Fire Retardant Heavy Duty
Mesh Tarp to provide safer,
more efficient jobsites yearround. The new mesh tarp
is made to keep job-site
materials contained.
“This new tarp is made
of knitted mesh, intended
to create a temporary containment barrier
to improve job-site safety,” said Rafael
Martinez, national sales manager. “Safety
is number one on the job, and this tarp
helps provide added safety to the site by
containing debris and helping to reduce
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the risk of injury from
falling debris.”
The fire-retardant
mesh tarp is made from
70% knitted mesh and
are air-permeable yet
dense enough to contain
job-site materials. The
new tarp meets the
National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) 701
Test Method 2 and is treated to ensure a
long-lasting barrier to protect employees
and pedestrians. With resistance to ripsand-tears, this tarp is durable, and easy to
use and install. Learn more at http://www.
strongman.com/.
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IN
INDUSTRY NEWS

THE SAIA WELCOMES A NEW
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
The Scaffold & Access Industry
Association (SAIA) recently announced
the appointment of DeAnna Martin as
executive director and Jackie Brown as
associate director.
Martin also serves as the SAIA/American
National Standards Institute (ANSI) liaison
and had served as the SAIA’s associate
director since 2014. She started her career
in association management in 2011 as
an operations administrator for Robstan
Group. In 2018 she and her partner,
Jennifer Crane, purchased Robstan Group
and renamed the company to Crane
Martin LLC. She now serves as president
of Crane Martin LLC. Over the years her
dedication to SAIA grew beyond making it
successful and the industry it serves safer.
She has gained several mentors and friends
over the years and looks forward to the years
to come.
Brown started her career in association
management in 2008 as an operations
administrator for Robstan Group. In
2011 she was promoted to manage the
accounting functions for the company,
where she worked on several different
accounts including SAIA. In 2016 she
was promoted to the role of Outreach
Training Manager, working full time for
SAIA. Since then she has overseen the
update to the Competent Person Training

DeAnna Martin

Jackie Brown

programs and development of the Learning
Management Software (LMS) system and
has built a great working relationship with
the instructors of SAIA. She has greatly
enjoyed the wealth of knowledge that our
membership has shared with her and is
looking forward to what the future holds. As
associate director, she will continue to serve
as the SAIA training liaison.
Jim Holcomb, chair of the SAIA Board
of Directors, said, “DeAnna and Jackie are
highly respected among SAIA members,
friends, and staff. DeAnna’s leadership of
the association to date has significantly

contributed to SAIA’s sustained growth
and adherence to its mission and vision.
Her knowledge of the standards and best
practices that govern our industry will
serve the association well. During Jackie’s
tenure, she has continued to grow her
knowledge and take on new challenges
that are presented to her while keeping her
passion and drive for the association. SAIA
is fortunate to have a team of professionals
who regularly goes above and beyond in
serving the SAIA and its members. Please
join me in congratulating them on their
new positions.”

PARK DEROCHIE PARTNERS WITH HAKI
Park Derochie is pleased to announce its new partnership
with leading global scaffolding manufacturer HAKI. Effective
immediately Park Derochie will be the primary contracting partner
and distributor in North America for the HAKI Universal Product
range – including but not limited to, steel and aluminum universal
scaffolding, stair tower systems, the new HAKI bridge system
(HBS), and the new public access stairs (PAS). Park Derochie will

also have access to the complete range of HAKI products.
Chris Stokes, HAKI vice president of marketing and business
development, said: “HAKI Scaffolding has long been established
in North America as a leading player in the modular system
scaffolding market, but this partnership will take things to the next
level in the region.The timing is perfect – given the updated and
wider range of new HAKI Universal products available.”
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WITH HAROLD GIDISH
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GLOBAL MEWP
HY-BRID LIFTS
RENTAL FLEET
RECEIVES 2019
FIVE MINUTES
EQUIPMENTWATCH NEARS 1.5 MILLION
LOWEST COST
OF OWNERSHIP
AWARD

Harold Gidish is Suspended
Scaffold Access Specialist with
H & E Equipment Services in
Southern CA and has been
active in SAIA for nearly 40
years. He is a member of the
SAIA Board of Directors, Chair
of the Suspended Scaffold
Council, Past President of
us for the convention
SAIA (2002-2004), and Vice
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The mobile elevating work platform (MEWP) rental market is
still booming, with the worldwide fleet nearing 1.5 million units,
but uncertainty clouds longer-term outlooks, according to the
the latest market analysis from the International Powered Access
Federation (IPAF). In the U.K. revenue per unit fell by 3% across
2018 and was overtaken by France for the first time, after French
revenue per unit rose 5% in 2017.
While persisting Brexit uncertainty in the U.K., the US-China
trade war, and 2020 presidential elections muddy the waters, markets
are booming in Spain, Germany, and the Netherlands, where
MEWP rental grew very strongly in the past year, by 8 to 10%.
For the past two years, IPAF’s Global Powered Access Rental
Market Report was positive across the board, with the US
exceeding expectations and experiencing steady growth. And the
European MEWP rental market also sustained impressive growth
across most key indicators in all ten countries under study. In the
U.K. and some Nordic countries, however, growth leveled off, and
outlooks were more pessimistic.
In 2018, the European MEWP rental market revenue was worth
an estimated 2.75 billion euros, the market having grown by 6% in
2018. The overall economic situation is good, and both construction
and non-construction sectors generated increased demand.
In the U.K., continued intense market competition and
uncertainty linked to Brexit forced rental rates down slightly, by
2%. In Nordic countries, especially Denmark and Finland, rental
companies also faced strong overall pressure on rental rates, which
remained static. MEWP rental still outstripped construction
growth in Denmark, Germany, Sweden, and the U.K.
The level of investment remains significant, as rental companies
focused on both expanding and renewing their MEWP fleets with
more specialist, sophisticated, and generally greener equipment. It
seems 2018 may be a turning point and investment is expected to
stabilize from 2019 onwards. The European MEWP rental market
continues a shift towards greener machines.
The market outlook in 2019 and beyond shows that uncertainty
prevails, however, particularly in the U.K., where Brexit is far from
resolved, and the ongoing trade war between China and the US
is starting to impact the exports of some European manufacturers,
particularly in Germany. Also, in the US, the 2020 presidential
election is also an unknown, beyond which few are confidently
projecting favorable outlooks.
Nonetheless, the report shows that 2018 was another great year
for the US market, with stronger-than-expected growth. Doubledigit growth in MEWP rental revenue was recorded and total
value exceeded $10 billion. The level of cross-hire increased in
2018, caused by strong ongoing market demand.
Across 2018, the worldwide rental MEWP fleet size reached 1.47
million units, up from 1.35m at the end of 2017. Strong growth
in Asia is being driven mainly by China. Growth was reported in
all countries and regions. The 2018 report also contains a special
China market focus, which indicates almost exponential growth.
The Powered Access Global Rental Market Report is compiled
each year by DuckerFrontier exclusively for IPAF. The report
is available to purchase in full via www.ipaf.org/reports, while
last year’s version can now be purchased at a discount and older
versions downloaded free from www.ipaf.org/reports.

understand best-performing machines.
Harold!

Scaffold Training Institute

• Providing professional scaffold training
services worldwide for over 20 years.
• Courses from 8 hours to 40 hours
• “Train-The-Trainer” courses
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Scaffold Training Institute
Houston, Texas
281-332-1613
www.scaffoldtraining.com
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TRUST
Whether you are 20 or 200 feet in the air
with 1000 or 22,000 lb of material,
you want to know that your
platform is safe, stable and reliable.
At Hydro Mobile, we deliver
more than work platforms,
we provide full support!

CHALLENGING
APPLICATIONS
Winsafe is an innovative manufacturer
of access & fall protection products
& solutions for people who work at heights
& in hard to reach locations. We specialize
in temporary, permanently installed
& custom designed equipment.

1 888 484-9376
hydro-mobile.com

905 474-9340
winsafe.com

MAST-CLIMBING WORK PLATFORM

SUSPENDED PLATFORM

FUNCTIONAL

ECONOMICAL
ADAPTABLE

BEAUTIFUL

Stars belong in the sky and now you do too. Reach new heights no matter what the constraints with Layher STAR Frame, fully
compatible with the Layher Allround® with faster speed of assembly and lighter weights. The revolutionary new guardrail
assembles and dismantles with no tools necessary and increased safety thanks to a secure locking lever. Climb higher and stay
innovative with compatible Layher Construction Stair Units that allow for easy material transport and Steel Toe Boards that
keep workers sure-footed and reduce fire risk. Choose Layher for your worksite − together we’ll reach for the stars.

www.layherna.com

